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Arab quarters,expertssay
Lack ofawareness, highpovertyseen as main causes

RUTH EGLASHBy RUTH EGLASH

Arab children livingin east

Jerusalem suffer more from

abuse than their Jewishcoun-

terpartsin the western partof

the city,expertsworkingin the

sector said on Thursday.

They spokeon the lastday
of week-long conference

organizedby the Haruv Insti-

tute, Jerusalem-based

research and trainingcenter,

for professionalson prevent-

ingchild abuse.

Accordingto data presented

by Ra'anyaHarish, director of

the East JerusalemSocial Ser-

vices Office in the municipali-

ty,there were 220,1new cases

of abuse againstchildren in

,0102with more than half

)625(involvingphysicalabuse

and most of the cases of vio-

lence happeningwithin the

familystructure

Unlike in more developed

areas of the country,children

in east Jerusalemstillhave no

rightsand the subjectis not

reallytalked about at all, Har-

ish said at the conference,

which included senior profes-

sionals from the Ministryof

Welfare and Social Affairs,as

well as localand international

academic expertsin the field

of child abuse.

"Punishing children in

very physicalway is stillvery

much accepted,"she said.

Harish's figuresshowed that

among the abuse cases uncov-

ered by social services in that

partof Jerusalem,79 involved

sexual abuse and 417 were

neglect-related.
Extreme poverty,low aware-

ness and lack of resources were

the main reason for the grow-

ing abuse recorded last year,

she said.

"Up until pre-schoolage,
when the state pays for educa-

tion,the children simplysitat

home and do nothing,and

that is because of the poverty

experiencedby most families

in east Jerusalem,"said Harish,

who estimated that 90 percent

of children under fivewere not

enrolled in an education

framework

As many as %48 of east

Jerusalemchildren livedbelow

the poverty line and more

than half of the teenagersin

the citydroppedout of school

at one point or another, she

said.

Harish also told the confer-

ence: "There is serious gap

between the needs of the pop-

ulation in east Jerusalemand

the availableresources. There

isno center for children suffer-

ing from different disorders,

either behavioral or learning
disabilities, and when we

encounter such children, we

send them to institutions in

other partsof the city,such as

children sufferingfrom hyper-

activity."
Another explanationfor the

rapidlygrowing child abuse

within the capital'sArab sec-

tor, accordingto Harish, isthe

young age of girlsgettingmar-

riedand givingbirth.The mar-

ryingage is now as young as

,41she said.

"As far as we know, this is

one of the main reasons there

has been an increase in abuse

againstchildren under one/'

she said."The young mothers

do not know how to take care

of the babies and in many

cases theythemselves are still

children.This affectsthe entire

family structure, and the

povertytheyendure does not

helpthe situation either."

Accordingto officialfigures,

there are roughly 000,072Ara-

bic-speakerslivingin east

Jerusalemand roughly third

live below the poverty line.

Around half the residentshave

child under the age of .41

"One of the main character-

isticsof the Arab populationin

east Jerusalemis low use of

services/'said Harish, adding

that mixed couples,where one

spouse is an Israelicitizen and

the other permanent resi-

dent or with temporary sta-

tus, often are not entitled to

municipalservices.

"In addition, many of them

do not believe in state institu

tions, chose not to obey local

laws or simplydo not under-

stand theirrights,"she added.

Prof.HillelSchmidt, director

of the Haruv Institute,said the

low level of services in the

Arab sector is well-known

phenomenon and thatfor oil-

tural reasons many cases go

unreported.
"Those in the Arab sector,

likein the ultra-Orthodox Jew-

ish community,do not rush to

inform the authoritiesin cases

of violence," Schmidt said.

Research undertaken by the

institute year ago found that

ultra-Orthodox Jewish and

Arabic-speakingcommunities

are lesslikelyto reportchild

abuse or view itwith the same

severityas those from more

secular segments of the popu-

lation,eitherfor cultural rea-

sons or due to fear of outside

interference.

Based on interviews with

812 Israelis 688 Jews and 124

Arabs, the studyhighlighted
that secular people viewed

child abuse as very serious

problemin societywhile those

from the ultra-Orthodox sec-

tor were lessinformed and saw

itmore as secular phenome-
non.

The studyalso found that

while %16of Jewish citizens

viewed child abuse as ver

serious problemin their com

munity,only %93of Arabs fel

it was bigissue among thei

people.
The Haruv Institute wa

founded justover three year

ago by the Charles and Lynr
Schusterman FamilyFounda

tion with the goalof becom

ing world center fo

advanced research in the fiek

of child abuse within thi

familyin Israel.The instituti

works closelywith the Min

istryof Welfare and Socia

Services and in trainingal

professionalswho work witl

children
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