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The purpose of this exploratory study was to examine youths’ perceptions of statutory 

victimization relationships and youths’ experience interacting with professionals. In-person 

qualitative interviews were conducted with 22 youths identified as statutory rape victims by 

two child advocacy centers. Using grounded theory, interviews were coded thematically using 

constant comparison analysis. The discussion of the relationship dynamics suggested a great 

deal of variation. Some youths described the relationships in exploitive terms. However, more 

typically, the interviewed youth described the relationship as reciprocal, even some time after 

it had ended. The professional intervention often resulted in feelings of helplessness for the 

youth. The results suggest creative and flexible protocols are needed for handling these cases 

that recognize adolescents’ developing autonomy. 
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Abstract 

Victims of childhood sexual abuse carry the experience of abuse into adulthood. One of the 

dilemmas victims face during adulthood is the decision to disclose or conceal the abuse. 

Although adult disclosure may be affected by former disclosure during childhood, adult 

survivors face new challenges and dilemmas, such as to whom, when, and how to tell. The 

purpose of this article is to review the domains found in the literature on survivors’ 

experiences regarding disclosure of child sexual abuse during adulthood, all of which were 

published between 1980 and 2013. Domains include decisions to disclose during adulthood, 

barriers and facilitators to disclosure and potential recipients of the disclosure, as well as the 

process of telling and its impact on survivors’ well-being. The authors present implications for 

policy, practice, and research. 
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This study aims to present a qualitative, empirically based typology of offenders who use 

online communications to commit sex crimes against minors, including offenders who met 

victims online and those who knew them in advance. Seventy-five reports made by law 

enforcement officers were analyzed using a qualitative software program, during which a 

typology defining 4 types of offenders was identified: the expert, the cynical, the affection 

focused, and the sex-focused. Each type of offender was characterized by patterns of online 

communication, offline and online identity, relationship dynamics with the victim, and level 

of sex crime expertise. The typology reveals the heterogeneous nature of sexoffenders who 

use online communications. This diversity must be addressed to provide satisfactory 

interventions for both victims and offenders. 
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Abstract 

Sibling sexual abuse (SSA) is a continuum of childhood sexual behaviors that do not fit the 

category of age-appropriate curiosity. Although SSA may be the most prevalent and longest 

lasting form of intrafamilial sexual abuse—as well as the one with the worst repercussions—it 

is also the least reported, studied, and treated. Based on 100 mostly religious Jewish families 

referred to a child advocacy center (CAC) in Jerusalem from 2010 to 2015, this qualitative study 

examines SSA characteristics, dynamics, and perceptions of deviancy in multisibling 

subsystems. The findings are based on an analysis of case summaries, demographic charts, 

and documented conversations between social workers and siblings. Qualitative document 

analysis reveals two types of SSA dynamics: “identified perpetrator” and “routine 

relationship,” the latter being a particularly understudied dynamic that challenges common 

stereotypes. We also found sibling perceptions of deviancy to vary along a continuum from 

deviant to completely normative.  
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These perceptions are affected by the type of dynamics as well as by factors associated with 

disclosure. Our findings highlight the importance of studying the lived experiences of children 

involved in SSA as an input with critical policy, treatment, and research implications. 

Interventions must be adjusted to the family system and sibling subsystem’s perceptions and 

needs to avoid treatment that exacerbates the crisis already experienced by the family. 

Common assumptions—there must be a “perpetrator”; abuse is necessarily traumatic; and 

treatment should focus on the trauma—are challenged by the routine type. We conclude that 

treatment should account for the complexity of SSA by shedding these assumptions and 

considering the sibling subsystem as an autonomous unit within the large family. 
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Sibling sexual abuse (SSA) represents a range of childhood sexual behaviors that cannot be 

considered manifestations of age-appropriate curiosity. Despite being the commonest and 

longest lasting form of sexual abuse within the family, SSA is the least reported, treated, and 

researched.  This qualitative study is based on a sample of 60 mostly religious Jewish families 

referred to a child advocacy center (CAC) in Jerusalem from 2010 to 2015. It examines parental 

attitudes to SSA and their reconstruction, during and after their experience at the CAC. 

Analysis of case summaries and documented conversations between child protection officers 

and parents reveals 2 main initial parental attitudes after the disclosure SSA. The first is the 

attitude that no sexual 

acts took place at all. The second is that they did occur, with 3 different variations: the sexual 

acts as “not serious,” as a “rupture in the family’s ideal narrative,” and as “another tragic 

episode in the family’s tragic life story.” Findings also suggest that the CAC intervention is a 

turning point, leading most parents to reconstruct their initial attitudes from “never happened” 

or “not serious” to “rupture in the family image” or to “another negative event in the family.” 

These findings underscore the need to study the experiences of parents whose children were 

involved in SSA to inform policy, treatment and research. This is critical, as interventions that 

are not  aligned with family attitudes and needs are known to exacerbate the family crisis. 
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 רקע: פגיעה מינית בין אחאים מוגדרת כרצף התנהגויות מיניות בילדות שאינן נחשבות

גיל, ונתפסת כאירוע משברי הדורש התערבות. עם זאת, למרות  -כסקרנות מינית מותאמת

 שכיחותה 

 הגבוהה, מורכבותה והשלכותיה הקשות על משפחות ויחידים, הידע המחקרי בנושא עדיין 

 .מועט

 מטרות המחקר: בחינת הפרשנות המיוחסת לפגיעה מינית בין אחאים בעיני האחאים המעורבים 

 .וכיצד זו משליכה על תפיסות אנשי המקצוע במרכז ההגנה

 מקרי פגיעה מינית  163שיטת המחקר: המחקר נערך במרכז ההגנה בירושלים ובחן 

 :נבחרו שתי מתודולוגיות איכותניותשהופנו למרכז ההגנה בשל פגיעה מינית בין אחאים. 

 ניתוח מסמכים של תיקי המשפחות וכן ניתוח תוכן משש קבוצות מיקוד בהשתתפות צוות 

 .המרכז

 ממצאים עיקריים: שתי תימות מרכזיות עלו מהמחקר. הראשונה היא הפרשנות של האחאים 

תפיסה עצמם את היחסים המיניים ביניהם כאחת משתי תפיסות: "הפגיעה המזוהה", 

 דיכוטומית 

 בין אח בעל התנהגות מינית פוגענית ואח נפגע; ו"שגרה נורמטיבית", הַמבנה את הפגיעה כחלק 

 משגרת חיים ייחודית למערכת האחאית. התימה השנייה עלתה מקבוצות המיקוד: תפיסה של 

 חובת הדיווח המוטלת על המטפלים כמחבלת בתהליך הטיפולי במשפחה; לעומת תפיסה הרואה 

 .חובת הדיווח אמצעי הגנה חיוני לנפגעב

 מסקנות והשלכות לפרקטיקה או למדיניות: הממצאים מצביעים על חשיבות מתן הקול 

לאחאים המעורבים בפגיעה ולאנשי המקצוע, כדי לקדם את ההבנה של תופעה מורכבת זו,  

 ולשקול 

 והחוקי. לשלב את דעתם בפנים השונים של המפגש הטיפולי, המשפחתי  

 


