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Childhood sexual abuse (CSA) poses a risk for sexual revictimization. Additionally, 

according to theory CSA may lead to identification with the aggressor, expressed by 

adopting the perpetrator’s experience concerning the abuse; identifying with the 

perpetrator’s aggression; replacing one’s agency with that of the perpetrator; and becoming 

hyper-sensitive to the perpetrator. Although clinical impressions suggest that identification 

with the aggressor underlies reenactment of trauma, this linkage between identification with 

the aggressor and sexual revictimization remains largely uninvestigated. This study assessed 

(a) the relationship between identification with the aggressor (total score and four subscales) 

and sexual revictimization; (b) the unique associations between identification with the 

aggressor (total score and four subscales) and sexual revictimization, above and beyond 

chronicity of abuse and PTSD symptoms. Participants were Israeli women students who 

reported a history of CSA (n = 174). Analyses indicated significant correlations between two 

subscales of identification with the aggressor – replacing one’s agency with that of the 

perpetrator and becoming hyper-sensitive to the perpetrator – and sexual revictimization. 

These subscales of identification with the aggressor were associated with sexual 

revictimization, above and beyond the effects of chronicity of the abuse and PTSD 

symptoms. Nevertheless, these associations were in opposite directions – while replacing 

one’s agency with that of the perpetrator was related with higher occurrence of sexual 

revictimization, becoming hyper-sensitive to the perpetrator was related with lower levels of 

revictimization. These results imply that identification with the aggressor may serve as a 

multifaceted phenomenon in the context of sexual revictimization, comprised of both 

adaptive and maladaptive aspects. 
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Background: The transition to motherhood involves many challenges that require 

adjustment; included among them are adapting to body changes, forging a maternal identity, 

and attaching to 

the baby. Although these tasks may not be easy for any women, those who experienced 

emotional neglect during childhood may find them especially difficult. 

Objective: The aim of the current study was to examine a model illuminating the mechanism 

underlying the association between childhood emotional neglect and women’s adjustment 

during pregnancy and the postpartum period. 

Participants and setting: Three hundred and ninety four Israeli women participated in the 

study, during their pregnancy (Time 1) and two months postpartum (Time 2). 

Methods: Participants filled out a battery of questionnaires assessing their history of 

childhood emotional neglect, body experience, maternal self-efficacy, attachment to the 

fetus/baby, and depression. 

Results: Results from structural equation modeling (SEM) indicated that childhood 

emotional neglect was associated with depression at both Time 1 and Time 2. These 

associations were mediated by the body experience during pregnancy (Time 1) and 

motherhood (Time 2) as well as by anticipated maternal self-efficacy (Time 1) and maternal 

self-efficacy (Time 2). The model 

explained 56% of the variance of postpartum depression (Time 2). 

Conclusions: These findings point to the long-term implications of childhood emotional 

neglect for women’s adjustment to the transition to motherhood. The underlying mechanism 

suggested by the research model is discussed 
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Objectives: Abusive acts often involve the use of victims as objects for venting the 

perpetrators’ impulses and urges; they may therefore be conceptualized as objectifying 

experiences and may lead to self-objectification. This sense of self-objectification may lead to 

the development of narcissism—either grandiose narcissism or vulnerable narcissism, with the 

potential interruption of dissociation, which is often observed among survivors of childhood 

abuse in this dynamic. Accordingly, the current study examined a model in which the 

associations between childhood maltreatment and narcissism were mediated by self-

objectification and moderated by dissociation. Method: A battery of self-report questionnaires 

including the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire, Self-Objectification Scale, Brief-Pathological 

Narcissism Inventory, and Dissociative Experiences Scale were filled out by 766 

college−university students. Results: Both grandiose and vulnerable narcissism were related 

to childhood maltreatment through the mediating role of self-objectification. Moreover, the 

analyses yielded significant interactions of self-objectification and dissociation in predicting 

both vulnerable narcissism and grandiose narcissism; that is, the associations between self-

objectification and both types of narcissism were stronger among individuals with low levels 

of dissociation than among those with high levels of dissociation. Conclusions: These findings 

highlight the complex and ambiguous role of dissociation in the structure of the survivors’ self 

and emphasize the importance of promoting their sense of subjectivity. (PsycINFO Database 

Record (c) 2019 APA, all rights reserved) 
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Identifying with the aggressor is a process wherein victims of abuse, particularly during 

childhood, take on their perpetrator’s experience. The victim defers to the perpetrator and 

adopts the perpetrator’s experience, learns the perpetrator’s desires and needs, and gratifies 

them. Although the clinical and theoretical literature suggests that identification with the 

aggressor occurs in the aftermath of abuse and has negative long-term implications, to date 

this concept has not been empirically investigated. To facilitate an exploration of this subject, 

the current study evaluated the psychometric properties of a new measure: the Identification 
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With the Aggressor Scale (IAS). The study was conducted among convenience samples of 

students using online surveys. In Study 1, the IAS was administered to 318 students. In Study 

2, the IAS, and a battery of questionnaires assessing features of abuse, dissociation, 

posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms, and posttraumatic guilt were administered to 

a convenience sample of 368 students. Four reliable IAS factors emerged from Study 1: 

Adopting the perpetrator’s experience concerning the abuse, identifying with the perpetrator’s 

aggression, replacing one’s agency with that of the perpetrator, and becoming hypersensitive 

to the perpetrator. In Study 2, a confirmatory factor analysis confirmed the scale’s underlying 

factor structure. A history of childhood abuse, recurrence and severity of abuse, and the 

perpetrator being a parental figure were all associated with higher IAS scores. In addition, IAS 

scores were correlated with dissociation, PTSD symptoms, and posttraumatic guilt. The 

present findings indicate that the IAS has good psychometric properties, making it useful as an 

assessment tool in future research. 
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Childhood abuse survivors may display both inward and outward aggression manifested in 

self-injurious behavior (SIB) and violent acts toward others. Scrutinizing the literature reveals 

that the relational dynamics between victims and their perpetrators might be involved in these 

phenomena. Yet, research on this subject matter has been sparse. Filling this gap, this study 

investigated the contribution of the singular bonds between victims and their perpetrators, 

known as identification with the aggressor, in explaining survivors’ aggression. The study was 

conducted among 306 Israeli college/university students who reported a history of childhood 

abuse. Results revealed that levels of adopting the perpetrator’s experience, identifying with 

the perpetrator’s aggression, and replacing one’s agency with that of the perpetrator were 

significantly associated with survivors’ inward and outward aggression. Moreover, profile 

type—that is, having high versus low levels of identification with the aggressor—was 

implicated in participants’ SIBs, urge to harm others, and violent acts toward others, above 

and beyond the effects of gender and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms. The 

present findings suggest that identification with the aggressor might make survivors prone to 

the re-enactment of past abusive dynamics, which, in turn, could eventuate in aggression 

toward themselves and others. 
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 Background: Self-differentiation is a recognized predictor of adjustment to transitional 

periods of the life cycle, such as transition to motherhood. Less, however, is known about 

body differentiation, its relational pattern with self-differentiation, and its effect on 

adjustment to motherhood. The aims of this research were to identify distinct subgroups of 

differentiation among pregnant women (T1) and to examine the predictive role of these 

classes in adjustment to motherhood, two-months postpartum (T2).  

Methods: Two studies were conducted. In Study 1, the basic clusters structure was examined 

among a sample of non-pregnant women (N = 583), who filled out questionnaires assessing 

their self- and body differentiation. In addition, stability across five months was assessed. In 

Study 2, the cluster classification was validated and the relational pattern to the adjustment to 

motherhood was tested. Three-hundred-and-ninety-four women filled out a battery of 

questionnaires assessing their self- and body differentiation during pregnancy (T1), and the 

body experience, maternal efficacy, mother–infant bonding, and depression two-months 

postpartum (T2).  

Results: Results of Study 1′s latent class analysis revealed four classes:” differentiated,” 

“moderate,” “body differentiated,” and “undifferentiated,” comprising women with low 

levels of body-self differentiation. This structure was replicated in Study 2. In addition, a 

series of analyses indicated that women classified as “differentiated” during their 

pregnancies (T1) demonstrated higher levels of adjustment to motherhood (T2), while those 

classified as “undifferentiated” at T1 reported the lowest levels of adjustment at T2.  

Conclusions: The findings suggest a new body-self differentiation classification and 

emphasize that clinical interventions for women forming their new identities as mothers 

should target both concepts. 

 

 

https://doi-org.stanford.idm.oclc.org/10.1016/j.jad.2020.07.093

